Project NOW
History

Project NOW had its beginnings as a grass roots organization in the mid 60s
when Father Tom Murphy and the former Father Jack real as new pastors of
Sacred Heart Church and St. Josephis Church decided people in the neigh-
borhoods needed more help than they were getting.

Members of their churches and neighborhood residents got together and
planned on ways to bring attention of the authorities to the problems fami-
lies and individuals were having. What was prst the Catholic Interracial
Council became the Rock Island County Interracial Council and the member-
ship base increased. This resulted in more pressure on the decision makers
to bring about changes. There were a few successes, but much remained to
be done.

After the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. , the organization was
recognized as one that deserved pnancial support. In May, 1968, Project
NOW, Neighborhood Outreach Work Inc., was established and ofpcially rec-
ognized by the local governments. The budget of $12,500 was supported by
members, fund-raisers and a generous donation from The Deere Foundation.

The next year Project NOW received federal funds and federal recognition
as a Community Action Agency. Today, 40 years later, Project NOW serves
more than 38,000 individuals and families a year across three counties. We
have 150 employees versus an original staff of 3. Perhaps most signipcant of
all, our yearly budget is nearly 12,000,000 ... thatis 95X the budget we had in
1968.

Many people have been connected with Project NOW over the years. Si
Roberts, the prst director in 1968, followed by Jim Collins (1968-1970) was
the prst full-time director, followed by Larry Pollard (1970-1972), followed
by Vince Thomas (1972-2001), followed by Cindy Mohr (2001-2004), followed
by Maureen 0Moo6 Hart (2004-present).

We know there is still much to be done to eliminate poverty. We are com-
mitted to this and hold onto the words of Martin Luther King Jr., “Change
does not roll in on the wheels of inevitability, but comes through continuous
struggle.” Together we will persevere.
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Project NOW Historical Timeline

Project NOW — Neighborhood Outreach Work, Inc- became incorporated
Project NOW designated a Community Action Agency for Rock Island County
Elderly Outreach program is established for Rock Island Township

Project NOW opens its yrst senior Congregate Meal Site

Project NOW began home weatherization program for Seniors

Project NOW designated a Home Start/Head Start Agency for

Forerunner of LIHEAP (Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program) begins
Project NOW ofyces are opened in Mercer and Henry Counties

Project NOW designated a Community Action Agency in Mercer &

Henry Counties

Project NOW is granted funding to establish Rock Island County Senior Center
First Good Things NOW store is opened

Homeless Services Program begins

Homeless Services expands to include Transitional Housing

Project NOW is established as a Community Development Corporation
Home Delivered Meal Program begins in Rock Island County

Project NOW and 14 other agencies partner to expand Transitional Housing
Old Chicago Apartments are refurbished

Project Now begins to provide Food Stamp Outreach

Knox Apartments are opened in Henry County

Home Delivered Meal Program expands into Mercer County



